INDIANAFPOLIS, MARCH 7,

1850.

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM,
The Grand Jury System.

We published a communication, signed *P.,”" a
short time sinee, in favor of the abrogation of the
Grand Jury system. The author of the communica-
tion is one of the ablest lawyers of this State. His
prup-\u.'lmn
amoung lawyers and other intelligent geatlemen of this
city, but we hear of no formidable objection o it.—
We observed a short time sinee, that the New Orleans
True Delta had tuken hold of the same subject with a
siroug hand, being stimulated to do su, by the action
of the Grand Jury, in the case of the Spanish Consul
for the abduction of Rey, and in which the Jury ig-
nored & bill of indictment in the face of almost posi-
tive proof of guilt.

We consider no apology due to our readers, (saya

the True Delta,) with recent events still fresh before |

them, for publishing the annexed exiracts from Eng-
lish journale on the pernicivus influences frequently
brougit to bear upon grand juries, and the absence in
the present state of the lawe of that country and our
oewn, of all necessity for their continuance.

If there be one element of justice that appeals more
strongly than another to a liberty loving people, it is
its open proceedings. Wherever there is secreey,
there is dishonesty some time or another, and it re-
quires no witcherafl to foretell the quarter likely to be

benefitted in such contingency. That inconvenience

mag not by possibility arise irom a publicativn of tes- |
timony in preliminary investigations once in a centu- |

ry, perhaps, we will not contend; but even so, the
benefits derived by the public during the remainder of

the period, will more than counterbalance the centeun- |

nial irregularity or aberration, if it should occur.

If eriminals, whose guill is as clear as the sun in
the heaveus, can strangle investigation in & room not
accessible to public scrutiny, can poison justice at the
fountnin head, the laws are a farce, and the equality
of the citizens before them, a delusion and a mock.

We copy the following article and the extracts it
conmins from the Worcester (Eagland) Herald :

Tue Graxp Jury Svsresm.—The experiment of |

dispensing with the ceremony of a Grand Jury, in
the admimstration of justice, is about to be made by
means of an act now passing through its last stages
in [the last] Parliament, which abolishes that tribunal
in the metropolitan districts, including, of course, the
Central Criminal Court.

We have called the grand jury a ceremony, beczuse
when it does no misclhief it 12 a0, and nothing more ;

has been the subject of conversation |
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nature 1o the extent of ascertaining whether there be
probable grounds for sending the prisomer before a
Jury, who shall hear the rvidence on both sides and de-
lermine acenrdingly. The most important of these
conditions would be that every investigation at which
any person -8 committed or discharged by any police
magisirate or justice of the peace, shall take plice in
an open court, and it shail not be lawful for any mag-
istrate to heor and determine, so far ay committing
and discharging, any charge whatever in private."

Rauailroads.

We have been so crowded with matters of various
kinde, of a general political character, that we have
had but small ehance to nolice such as lave a

| more immediale bearing ou our local and commer-
| cial interests,

It is nut oo late, however, to give a
bird's-eye view of some of the most prominent of the
facilities in our presession as a State, and thereby to
direct public altention to the same.

We have before us the severth anoual report of the

Madison and [ndianapolis Railroad Company for the
year ending December 31, 1849,

The Report says :

|  “The time fixed for the annual meeting of the

Board was, upon this oceasion, fullowed s immedi-
ately upon the close of the fiscal year, as to some-
what embarras the officers of the Cum,-muy. in pre-
| renting the business and condition of the Road. The
| actual receipts nod expenditures in the Road Depart-
| ment proper, with the earnings of the Road, are
| readily arrived at, and will be accurately given ; but
in the stock account for the improvement of the
| Road, there may be sume uncertainty, owing to the
| fact that we have not been able to get our accounts
| eurrent from New York, and New Orleans, and also
| from the faet, that at the close of the year we had a

Iarge amount of iron at New Orleans, at Lafayette,
and on the rivers, for freights and duties upon which
we have advanced funds, the specilic sppropriations
of which have not been communietted to us in such
form as to enter accurately into our accounts,”

! So far then asthe receipts and disbarsements can be
{ brought up, they amount as follows :

Total receipts,
Total expenditures,

$483,611 17
454,905 17

but it may become, either accidentelly or designedly, |

exceedingly mischievous. For example, it ia a cere-
rouny in ninety-nine cases owl of one hundred, where
true bills are found, as in these the accused pariies
have been committed after a far more searching judi-
cial investigation of the charge preferred against them,
than ever takes place in the grand jury room. The
inlervention belween the committing magistrate and
ihe jury, who are to try the accused, of & tribunal,
which simply inquires whether there be prima facie,
that is, a probable ground of saspicion, sgainst thewn,
is al hest, therefure, a useless ceremony ; butl we shall
also prove conclusively, that it may be rendered a ve-
rious evil. Accidentally it may defeat justice,” as

where the wilneswes against the accused fail, from |

some fortuitous circumsiance, to attend before the
grand jury ; and, designedly, it may have the same
effect, ns whera wilnesses are kept out of the way on
purpose. There are many other ways in which the
noxious capabilities of this weed uf vur ancient judi-
cial svstem may be brought into pestilent activity.—
Two bills cannot be found agninst any one for the
the same offence ; and, therefore, an accomplice or
friend may, in many cases, prefer a bill of indietment,

before the grand jury, againet an individual in order |

v prevent a party really aggrieved from obtaining jus-

Lice.

merly extensively practised to extort money from
keepers of gambling houses, and probalily is so stll

‘The bill to abolish grand juries, above referred to, |

is founded upon abundant evideuce of their plain evile.
Mr. Hombreys, a solicitor in extensive criminal
praclice, says;

* My objections to the grand jury system are, that

it ;s injurtous frequently lo innocent parties, and that |

il is a protection very oflen lu guilly parties ; and that
it assists the compromise of offences which Lhave beey
investignted fully before the magistrates; for by
means of its secrel acting, there is no opportunity of
koowing what takes place before it, and consequently
he evidence which has been given before the magis-
trate may be increased, repreased, or diminished be-
gore the grand jury.”
Mr. Mirehouse, the assistant Judge of the Central
Criminal Court, has tried 25,000 cases, and he says:

“1 do not know nne single argument in favor of
the grand jury system. [ should be glad 10 hear any
one put a1y quesiion as to any one puint in favor of
retaining them in the Central Criminal Court. | nev-
er heard one argument in favor of it, that has been
cunclosive in my mind.”

The press is ueatly voanimous in condemning
grand juries. The Times, for example, says:

“The grand jury is a relic of another conditiou of
society, of o method of administering justice now en-
tirely reformed. Whatever was originally valuable
in such & jurisdiction hes passed imio other hands,
and is exercised in & wanver far more conducive lo
the general advantage. The police magistrate, who
eonducts his inquiry with open dvora; who confronts
the witnesses with the acused; who admits the legal
advisers of the supposed criminal to his eourt, and
permits them to argue against the propristy of Lis
commiltal, either on grounds uf law or fact ; and who,
above all, must exercise his svlemn and Jmportant
functions without forgetting the reporters in his court,
and the greatl body of the pation out of doors, whom
they ropresent ;—such an officer, we say, exercising
his jurisdiction in such a manner, offers far more val-
ueble guaranties 1o the public than any mystieal tri-
bunal such as the jury, whose ings are
the very reverse of what we have just described.
uvatural results follow from the existence of such an
abnormal jurisdiction in the woudern system uf admin-
istering eriminal justice. Is it determined to extort
money from persons moving in & respeclable wphere
of society, snd who would rather suffer any pecuniary
snerifice than bave gheir names brought before the
public in connection with an

strument of oppression. [s it the object of an expe-
nenced thief to get off afier commitial T—it is o the
grand jury he looks us his sheet anchor.  * | connider,’
said Mr. Mirehovse, who huis filled the office of com-

mon sergeant of the eity of London for the last fifteen
! ief has about rwelve or

or sixteen years, * that a_th
fourteen chinoces to and thai (the grand jury)
is the first and grest chance. Generally, a man of the
swell-mob hos pleaty of money, or he s cunnecied
with those who have, Then he buysoff the witnesses,
and gets thets to stay away, and not to go befure the
jury.' These sre the two main and leading
reasons for the abolition of the aystem, inasmiveh ne
they point 1o the grest evils which cannot be s: flered
to disgrace & modern system of jurisprudence when
they have been once pointed ont.
It is well urged by the Essex Hersld :
*“The grand jury eystem i in the present day bota
form, nria great cities, o= it has been proved, fre-
tly & mischievous oue, lending often 1o the es.
cape of the guilty, and sometimes being made sn in-
strument of extortion. The duties which the grand
jury was originally intended to discharge are now
performed by the commiiing magistrate—he standa
vetween s parly wrongfully aceased, and a long im-
prisonment before trial ; and we sde nn ptility in an-
other shifling of the case before the ts en lled
on to answer the charge agninst bim. And the aiter-
ation would have this advan class now sum-

in such a case, no evidence is offered before the |
petit jury, and they return a verdict of not guilty. |
This mode of * cooking ” grand jury bills, was for- |

ous charge?! the ex-
tortioner prefers a-bill of indictment before the grand
jury. Against the isnocent il remains a. terrible in- |

Leaving a balance of, 825706 00
*This balavee, though nominaily in the hands of
the Treasurer, has, in fact, been translferred th New
| Orleans, for paymeat of freight and duties on irun ;
but the account current and vouchers lhave not been
returimed s as to credit the Treasurer in due form.
The receipts nnd dishursements of the Road fund
proper, showing ils earvings during the year, are as
folluwe-
- Recelvi@from transportation of freight,
| pussengefpamnd U. S. Mail, - $243,150 59
Frour otier. sources, us Old Metal sold,
wotk doue "at shops for other ronds
and persops, &c.,

4.730 45
Makiog a total of, - 8247920 M4
Amount paid legitimate expens=es of Road,
as per ilems i) general ac-
cpunt, = $137,530 77
Amount paid Statedin stock,
as rent, ' C-

1,152 04
3133.682' 81

$109,237 53
payment of July divi-

. Net earnings,
From which deduct
dend,

- 50,737 60
: Leaving a balance of, - £58,490 03
| Which gives to the stockholders a present dividend
| of four and one-half per cent. for the last six montha,
and eight and one-half per cent. for the year; witha
surplos of 81,246 73.

In comparing results with the preceding report, it
must be borpe in mind that the fiscal years of 1548,
| embraced but eleven months.
| The total receipts from transportation and
| mail sérvice, during the past year, it

will be seen, are - $243.180 89
During the fiscal year of 1848, they were, 212,085 55

Showing an increase of, §31,094 04
Notwithstanding thia liberal increase, the receipts
have fallen much below our estimates. Those esti-
males would undoubtedly bave been realized, but for
circumstances entirely beyond our control . indeed the
two leading ones mny be regarded as dispensautions
of Divive Providence."”

The report then gives the reasons for the falling
off, viz: the cholera and the failure of the wheat
crop, aud the difference «f prices at various places of
the hog market, and conclusively shows, that not-
withstanding these draw-backs, the operations of tle
year are of the most satisfactory character.

The expenses of the road have been extravrdinarily
increased for reasvms given; but which will not ne.
cessarily follow in future years. Lesides the repairs
of old engines ond cars, snd the purchase of new
ones, the cumpany bave byilt, doring the year,
iwo fine baggnge cars, six wew freight cars, six-

teen new hug cars, ten new plane or lumber
cars, and eleven four wheel dirt cars. All the
expenditures for these, including 400 pnew wheels,
and 150 new axles, have gone to the charge of re-

! puirs of ears and machinery. The permmpent ac-

eount of “New Cars aud Machinery™ was charged
L in 1848, with $53,767 62; in 1849, it is charged

} and the charge in 1849 is almost wholly made up of

i obligntions jwcurred jn 1848, and passed over to the
next year for puyment, charged upon the permaneut
| fonds.
' The report says—
“So far as power is concerped, the road may be
regarded as fully stocked, for two or three years, un-
| lesy its running distance should be extended. If ne-
' gotimtions now pending, for the running of two roads

meeting ours ! Indianapolis, shuuld be consummated,
we abnll want by the first of Octuber next, two first

class freight engines. The cars that may be requir-
ed are within our owo building eapacities ; and can
be put up al much less cost, and in a betler mauner
than elsewhere. We have at present in process of
construetion two Passenger Cars, that are required
upon vur own roed.”

We have not space for further extracts at present ;
but to show, in addition to the paragmph above, the
very tapid increase of the business of the road, we
sppend s ~tatement of the present stock, which is
kept at work all the time.
~ Five lat class eugines; seven 2d class do.; twe
3d class do. ; two 4th class do. Four lst clase pas-
seuger cars; four 24 do.: four baggage cars; two
horse cars; fifty-seven horse freight cars; twenty
Jumber cars ; ninety-une hog cars; five house freight
oars connected with the Shelbyville road ; eleven four
wheel hand cars; eleven four wheel sund and gravel
cars.

h-lludm'totbum:(nnml‘l.hhw
esting to Jook back to the commencement of the rail

with £39,232 To—showing a reduction of §44 534 87;

| system. The kindness of our friends killed us !

Jars per share, and the price of shares hos been fixed
at that sum. [n estimating the profita of the under-
taking, the income from passengers to be conveyed
| by four locomotive engines is computed at 871,370
| per year. The average amount of travelling in the
stages now rouning between Boston and Worcester,
lis #44.720, exclusive of the smaller lines, which, to-
i gether with the travel likely 1o be attracted by the
railroad, will give the above amourt, estimaling the
fare at §1 50 for each passage between the places.
As to the guantity of goods to be (ransported, it is
compuied that the amount of the present business
which would be nccommodated by the railroad, would
require a lrensporiation equivalent to 18,000 tons,
| for which, at 83 per ton, the receipts would be §54,-
,000. The expenses for repairs of the road and of the
lucomotive engines, the cost of fuel, &e., the salaries
of euperintendents and workmen, are set at 38 570
| per annum, so that a net income of §86,800 may be
| safely expected. Such is the estimate made by the
very intelligent committee of the corporation, and
Ican'aiuwi in their circular.”

It appears from the sbove that a very intelligent
jeommittee, in their circular to the public, estimate
[ the total Income from ail sources to be $125,370.
Say for passengers, - 871370

“ freight, 54,000

8125370

38,570
— 888,800
Net income, eighty-six thousand eight hundred dol.
lars, Compare these figures with those in the report
just issued to the stockhalders of the corporation, and
the result shows an increase of net income the last
year over the estimates made ia 1831, of ane hundred
eighly-seven thousand one hundred seventren dollars
and eighly cenls.

It will be seen by the report referted to, that the
total receipts fur the year ending the 30th of Novem-
ber, were - 703,361 15
Expenses, 429,543 35

2273,017 90

The very intelligent committee say in their circu-
{lar that it will take four locomotive engines to do
{ the business of the rond. Al the present time it re-

| quires twenty-pine.
I .

Expenses, - - -

- - - -

Net income, - - - o

| Tesse Hapre axp Ricusonp Rarnroan Com-
| pany.—We Yave before us the first annual report of
| this company. We extract the following, not hav-
On the 20th day of
| December, 1848, the clearing, grubbing and grading
|uf 32 miles of the road, on tlat part of the line be-
tween Terre Hante and Greencastle, and the build-
ing of a stone pier and nbutments for a bridge across
| the Walnut fork of Eel River, was let to contractors
at about 6 per cent. below the Engineer's estimate,
| and about 33 per cent. of the work payeble in the
| stuck of the company. Most of the work, excepting
| two light sections, has rapidly progressed. The bal-
ance of the road to this city has been permanently
located, and was let to contractors last December, as
was then noticed in this paper, at about 24 per cenl.
below the Engineer's estimate, and 23 per cent. pay-
lable in the stock of the company. ** There now re-
maing a little over 20 miles, including the two sec-
tions forfeited, to be put under coatract, the Eogi-
veer's estimate for clearing, grubbing, and gradiog
of which, amounts toa little upwards of fifty-three
thousand dollars, and we have every confidence to
believe that our stock subscription will be increased,
in &_few months, so as to justify our putting that
part of the line, and the building of the stote pier
and abutments for a bridge seross White River, va-
der contract, the coming spring, so as to enable us to
complete the grading of the whole line from Terre
Haute to Indianapolis, ready for the superstructure,
in one year from this time, and thereby secure the
completion of the road between these two points by
the first of December, 1851."

Sites for depots at Terre Haute and Indianapolie
have been secured, without any expease to the com-
pany. Also five acres of Jand for machine shops at
| Indianapolis, for one thousand dollare, payable in
| two years with interest, and five scres at Terre Huaute
{ without charge.

*The cust of grading and bridging the road from
Terre Haute to Indianapolis, ready for the super-
structure, according to the Engineer’s estimate, will
amount 1o 317,188 dollars. To meet which we have
a subscription to stock, including the amount payable
to coutractors on their contracts, of 232,600 dollars ;
to which add 30 pe: cent. on the balance of the grad-
ing and bridging, not under coantract, payable in stock,
| amonnting to 34,156 dollars; and the commissioners
of Vigo county will subscribe 50,000 dollars, paya-
ble in the bonds of the counly, at any time when
culled upon by the company to do so—muking in all
the sum of 316,756 dollars, which amount will about
cover the expenses of preparing the road for the su- |
perstructure.”

The receipts of the company to the preseat time

amount to 103 885 69-100 dollars, and the expendi-
tures to 102,911 12-100 dollars, leaving a balauce
in the treasury of 473 93-100 dollars.
. The directurs think that with exertion on the part
of all interested, with a liberal subscription to the
stock, the road can be completed between Terre
Haute and Indinnapolis by December, 1851, and con-
cludes thus :

If we lovk st this rond as a part of the main trunk
whicl iv ultimately to connect the East axnd West,
and. view its conoection at Indianapolis with the
Madison, Lawrencebargh, Cincinnati, Bellefontsine,
sud Peru roads, and at Terre Haute with the Wabash
and Erie canal, and the Evansville, St. Louie, Alton,
and Quiney roads—also the immense local business
from the rich, agricultural country, and inexhaunstibie
beds of coal through which it passes, we must all be
convinced that there is no other rvad in the country
that will pay a better dividend on its cost. Assn
investment of capital, we know of none more safe,
and certainly of none which promises to pay so well
for all time to come.

ing room for the entire report.

The Gostien Democrat concludes s notice of cer-
tain delinquent subscribers as follows : ‘
“We warn the public not to harbor or trust them
any more on our sccount, as we will pay no more
of their coatracting. e shall serve more of
‘em in e same wsy, one of these times. It is n
shame aud disgrace not to pay the Printer!™
This may bring them up to ** taw,” but not likely-
Best to adopt our system. We have not lost a dul-
lar on the State Sentinél subseription list since its
exislence, nearly nine years! Bat before that we
lost thousands and were bankrupted under the credit

0*7~The Democrats of Connecticut have made the
following nomisations: For Guvernor, Thomas H.
Seymour ; for Lieut. Governor, Charles H. Pond ; for
Secretary, Hiram Weed ; for Treasurer, Henry D.
SBmith ; for Comptrulier, Rufus G. Pinney.

The whigs have made the following nominations :
For Governor, L. F. 8. Foster ; for Lieut. Governor,
G. Kendrick ; for Secretary, Roger H. Miles; for

And the frea sojlers bave nominated John Boyd for

1

Treasurer, Thos. B. Clark; for Comptroller, Selah |

Governor, and Juliue Clark for Lieut. Governor.

For the State Sentinel.
The New Constitution.
No. V1.

The number of Senators might be forever fized at 24,
and of Representatives at 72.  But in this case it would
take three Representative disiricis to make one Sensto-
rial. This would make another amall saving of expense. |

All ypecial legislation should be abolished, and local
and private legislation be reduced 1o the narrowest pos-
sible compass. The power of the Legiclaure 1o grant |
divorces should be abolished ; and it should be prohibited |
from * instructing our Senators in Congress,” or * re-|
questing our Representatives,” 1o give or withhold their |
voles on any national question. Suwch instructions, or |
requests, if’ given or made at all, should come from the
people of the Siate, in primary assemblies; while the
members of the Legislature, elected solely fur purposes
of State business, should be confined 10 1. | would pot, |
however, prohibit the members of the Legislature from |
expressing an opinion on agy national question, by yeas |
and pays, without debate, provided a majority of two- |
thirds desired 10 do so. “ Resolved, that in the upinion |
of the General Assembly of the Stue of Indiana,™ &e.,
would pass for its exact value at home and sbroad; and
as no speeches could be made for Buncombe, no harm,
except a little waste of tims, paper and ink, in calling
the yeas and naye, could come of it.

In regard 1o the importance of a large or small number
ol Senators or Representatives, so lar as the welfare of
the State is concerned, it is of no inportance, Of the
two best governed and most prosperous States in the
Union, both as it regards their public finances and the
individual prosperity of the cilizens, one has the largest
and the other the smallest number of inbabitauts; these
States are Massachuselts and New York. The question
being mainly, if not wholly, one of economy, the small-
est number should be fixed upon in the new Constitution
for this State. SWITZERLAND.

The * State Sentinel,” is giving us some very in
teresting leading articles upon the sabject of the New
Constitution, in which the editors seem fearful that
the whigs are abont to steal their thunder. The Sen-
tinel appears to be conducted with more taleat and
zeal than wsual. There is but Jittle to interest, vet
the editors are constantly laboring to make a para-
graph of interest.—B:oovkeille American.

We don’t care how much the whig« may steal of
our thunder, provided they make an hunest use of the
stolen goods! But never mind: if they are d:shonest
in the commission of their last wholasle thefi, they
will be detected and punished, in good time : the ears
will stick out, as they did in the case of a certain an-
imal of olden time, who elaothed his ugly carcass in s
lion's hide ; or elee they will be betrayed by the bray,
—such, for iu-tance, as in the following, from the
Republican, a whig paper published at Warsaw, in
this State. [t thus spoke of the whig batch of reso-
lutions : y

“ (- A «eries of resolutions adopted ot a Whig
meeting at Indianapolis on the evening of the 16th
inst., we shall publish next week. They express
the opinion of the meeting, but we do not vnderstand
that they profess to speak for the Whigs of |ndiana,
though they may pretty correctly echo their sentiments,
upon most subjects.” |

Rather dubious, any how !

Evcrisn Margers.—Adviees by the steamship
America, recently received, represent that the Corn
market is depressed. Flour is not much enquired af-
ter, and prices have fallen one shilling 10 one shilling
and sixpence per barrel on good brands. Indian Corn
has receded 6d per quarter.

AmericaN Provisions.—The market has removed
for Bacon and good new Western has advanced one
shilling to two shillings per cwt. Lard hasagain de-
clined. Pork is in good demand, but there is no
change in prices. Tlhere is a good demand for Shoul-
ders of low qualities, but no advaaces has yet basen
made,

IrELAND.—The intelligence from this unfortunate
couutry is more heart-rending than ever. Cultivation |
is seemingly stagnant, and trade is more depressed
than in the first of her sufferings. The tide of emi- |
gration for the United States hts agaia set in, bu! un- |
fortunately for the people, the means is not now gen-
erally left to enable them to escape from local tyranny |
and destitution. l

Pass Rouxp e Rascar.—A pretended dentist, a |
Dr. Wm. Booth, has run away from Virginia, under
the worst circumstances—afier contracting several |
debts and courting a lady, whom he promised to mar- |
ry. A borrowed horse he sold at Georgetown. Hisi
trunk was found to contain nothing but billets of wood. |
It has since been ascertained that, under the name nf;
Dr. Frederick Preston, he married a lady in Wiscon- |
sin, in October, 1847 ; left her in May fullowing;
subsequently be appeared in Howard coumy, Mo, |
as Dr. James L. Dunan; in November, 1818, married |
another Indy at Indianapolis, [n., converted all her |
property into money, and, in March lsst, deserted her
at Fayette, Missouri. He next appeared in Philadel-
phia as Dr. Bume, and came to Waterford ‘0 May
Jast. He ie about forty years of sge. Pursue the
rascal! !

(It is estimated that six thousand persons or
nearly one-fifleenth of the population of Cincinuati
have had the small.pox or varioloid during the last
four months. It is spreading o a considerable extent
in Covington and Newport, Ky, Like the cholera, it
bears & milder form now than it did in 1832-3, when
it followed in the wake of that dreadful disease.

I. 0. 0. F. 1 Inoraxa.—By the repott of the
Grand Secretary to the Janusry communiestion of
18530, it nppears there were existing and chartered
st the close of the preceding secssion of the Grand
Lodge 66 subordinate lodges; initiations during the
preceding year 714; number of cpntributing members
2.657; aumber of P. Ga. 446; revenues for year end-
ing June 30, 1849, 830,312.79. The order is repre-
sented as enjoying great hurmony and prosperily.
The increase of it membership is very rapid.

(0=r~The fullowing are the “*Siatistics of the Chari-
ty Hospital of New Orleans” for the last nine years.
During the year 1849 the expenses of the Hospital
were §92,.903.43; the nember of patients admitted
was 15,558, of whom 13,684 were foreigners, and
1,782 were nntive citizens. The Hospital has 37
wards containing 753 bedsteads. The benefits of the
Institution have been dispensed to patients from al-
most every State, nation and kingdom of the globe.

Jerrenson vrox Homusreap Exemerion.—The
following 1 the lsnguage of Thomas Jefferson in re-
lation to “Homestead Exemption.” Let every demo-
crat pobder upon it, and henceforth let no one, claim-
ing to bew disciple of that illustrious man, raise
his voice aguinst so just and humane a reform :

The Homesiead.~When the war is over and our
freedom won, the people wast make & new declars-'
tion ; they must declare the rights of man, the individ-
ual, sacred above all crafi iu priesthood or

Eg}
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By Te '.-'grl'l!'lll.
Congressional.
w,\hl!II\'bTﬂN, Fl.‘b. 25. !850.

SENATE—AMer unimporiant business, ou motion
of Mr. Fuote the Senate took up kis resvlution, de-
claring that 1t i the duty of Congress to provide Ter-
riturinl Governmwents for California, New Mexico and
Deseret, which, afier sume debate wes posiponed for
the present.

The consideration of the President's California
Messuge was postponed until tu-morrow.

The Senate took up Mr. Clay's compromise reso-
lutions,

Mr. Miller resumed and concluded his speech. He
tock broad grounds in favor of the adwmission of Cali-
fornia. He denied that the President bad interfered
in the matter and said, that slavery does nut by law
exist there, and that the interest of the Suuth had
been fully represented in Csliforuia.

After Mr. Miller hod concluded, the farther con-
sideration of the subject was postponed until Thurs-
day.

A long discu<sion ensved on a resolution to refer
the slavery and all other exciting gquestions, to s eom-
mitiee of thirteen, 1o be empowered to submit a plan
for the settlement of tne difficuities.

The debate was continued vntil adjournment,

HousE—A number of memorials and petitions were
presented, among which was one from William Smith,
claiming to be a brother of Joe Smith, remonstrating
sgainst thewdmiseion of Deseret, charging the people
there with treason and other hard things—Laid over.

Mr. Guddings presented a memorial from citizens
of Pennsylvania and Delaware, asking the peaceable
dissolution of the Union. Several gentlemen sprung
to their feet and much excitement ensued.

Finally & yole was taken na its receptiom, which
resvlted—yeas 9, nays 162. The Free Soilers voted
in the affirmative,

Mr. Schenck presented a memorisl of the conven-
tion of New Mexico, together with a plan of a Civil
Government and moved its reference to the Commit-
tee on Territories.

After some further business of no spacial jnterest,
the House adjourved.

Wasnineton, Feb, 26.

Senate.—After the reception of reports, and a
personal explanation between Hale and Foote, a mo-

tion prevailed to adjourn to attend the funeral of |

;.:‘len. MeNeil, s distinguished son of New Hamp-
lire.

Housg.—After the presentation of reports, they
went into committee of the whole ou the President’s
annial message.

Mr. Wileon resumed and concluded.

Mr. Toombs next obinined the floor, but gave way
for a mution to adjourn 10 aitend the funeral of Gen.

McNeil.

[There is u duel pending between Col. Bissell, of |

Ils., aud Jeff. Davis, of Miss., for remarks of the
former in the Hbuse in regard to the battle of Buena
Vista. Buth are good shots, amd unless the aflair is
stopped buth may be killed, and effurts are making
to reconcile the parties, ]

W asuineTox, Feb. 27, 1850.

Sexarte.~Afer the presentation of petitions Mr.
Clay’s compromise resolutions were taken up.

Mr. Benton took the floor und spoke at great
length. He read from the Constitution of Mexico,
adopted in 1843, which declared that slavery did nat
exist in the territory of the nation. He entered at
some length into an argument to show that, had sla-
very no!l been abolished, no man would think of tak-
ing a slave there under the law governing slavery, uu-
less for the parpose of freeing him, because that law

favored the slave so much more than the master as to |

make slavery unsafe and unprofitable. He contended
that notlsing was to be gained and nothing lost by the
pressure of the Wilmot proviso in connection with
the territories of New Mexico and Californja.

Mr. Rusk next took the floor and addressed the Sen-
ate in vindieation of the rights of Texag to all the

territory claimed by her, east of the Rio Grande, and |

opposing the third resolution of the series introduced
by Mr. Clay. He reviewed the entire question, quo-
ting from various documents for the purpose of prov-
ing the title of Texas to the territories claimed,

Without concluding Mr. Rusk gave way to a mo-
tion to adjourn,

House.—Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, introduced a
bill 10 give & homestead to every head of a family, or
to any widow or mother of a minor child, who shall
become permanent occupants of the soil thus granted.
Referred to the committee on Agriculture.

The House then went into committee of the whole
on the President’s California message.

Mr. Doty gave notice of a bill which he would in-
troduce, admitting California with her present boun-
daries,

Mr. Green gave notice that he would submit an
amendment, establishing the Missouri boundary line.

Mr. Toombs having the floor, spoke at length on
the slnvery question. It was the duty of the South
to defend Ler rights here, and the duty of the people
everywhere. When that fails, it was for the people
to approve of a violated contract, When the Couosti-
tution fuile to protect them, they will stand by their
arms.

The discussion took a rambling turn, and contin-
ued till adjournment.

Congressional--Disorderly Proceedings.

We have the details of the scenes in the House,
upon the Cilifornin Resolutions, introduced by Mr.
Doty. The Southern members, for twelve convecutive
hours, reeorted to all sorts of parliamentary artifices
and iricks ; Firs/, a motion toadjourn—ayes and noes
culled—lost.

Second, & malion to go into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union.

Third, n member asks o be excused from voting,
and the ayes and noes called on it.

Feoyrth, a motion 10 adjourn—ayes and noes called.

Fifth, a question of order inade, Appeal from the
Speaker—ayes and noes ordered.
 Sirth, a member asks to be excused from voting—
ayes and noes called.

Seventh, motion to adjourn—ayes and noes ordered.

Eighth, Southers members abstain from voting—
then consultation. _

Ninth, question of privilege raised. . Speaker de-
cides that it can’t be made. Appeal from his decigion
~~and 80 on during all day Monday vatil 12 o'clock,
P. M., when the Speaker decides that **Resolution day
is now over,"” and the question cannot sgain be taken
up for two weeks.

It is evident that a large portion of the Southern
members have resolved to get up seenes like this as
often as the California’s Bill comes up. These events
and movements indicate the desperation of Southern
fapatics and agitators. They show a fixed determi-
nation o preven! anything being done until the

slavery issues are setiled conformably to their wiches. |

They aleo give out that no appropriation bill will be
passed, unless the slavery questions are determined
according to their ullimatam.

A repetition of these scenes will be likely 1o result
in acts of violence, disgraceful 10 our National Leg-
ielation, and perilous to Republicin Government.

The Southern members offer to stop this sort of
revolutivnary action, ouly on one of three conditions.

1st. That 36, 30 be made the compromise line to
the Pacific, :

2. That slavery be admitied by the consent of
Congress into the Territories of New Mexico, Deser-
et, &e.

8. That Texas be eut into two Slave States, to off-
set the free State of California.~—~Cin. Gaz.

e e e

(7Alluding to the mansgement of Mr. Mere-

dith, the Secretary of the U, S, Treasury, the N. Y.
Journal of Commerce says—

“In twenty-four years that we have been connect-

~@d with the public press of thie city, we have never
~known the importing werchants, without distinction

of party, 5o generally, and we may say unanimously,
dissatisfied with the administration of the Customs

Hocpren.—A writhtﬁthd. mys
_in so plenty that ‘every third man you meet 1

e —————————— T —

Tue Encrisa asp Contivexra: Revorvrions.—
Macauley, in his history of the Revolation of 1688,
which almost bloodiessly expelled James and placed
William and Mary upon the throne of England, closes
with the fullowing remarks :

Had Stmafford succeeded in his favorite scheme of
Thorough ; had he formed so army as numerous and
ae well disciplined as that which, a few years after,
was formed by Cromwell; had s succession of judi-
cial decisions, sim:lar to that which was pronounced
by the Exchequer Cuamber in the case of ship-mooey,
transferred (o the cruown the right of taxing the peo-
ple; had the Sisr Chamber and the High Commission
continued to fine, mutilate and imprison every man
who dared to raise his voice aguinst the government;
had the press been as completely enslaved here as at
Vienna or at Naples; had our kings graduslly drawn
to themselves the whole legMlative i-mn‘:r-, had six
generations of Eoglishmen passed away without a
single session of Parlinment; and had we then at
length rigen up in some moment of wild excitemont
against our masters, what an outbreak would have
been! With what a crash, heard and feli to the far-
thest ends of the world, would e whole vast fabrio
of society have fallen! How wany thousands of ex-
iles, once the most prospervus and the most refined
members of this greal community, would have begged
their bread in foreign cities, or have sheltered their
heads under huts of bark in the uncleared forests ef
Awerica. How often should we have seen the pave-
ment of London piled up in barricades, the houses
dented with bullets, the gutters foaming with blood !
How many times should we have rushed wildly from
exireme o extreme, sought refuge from snarchy in
despotiem, and been again driven by despotiem into
anarchy! How many years of blood and confusion
would it have enst us to learn the very rudiments of
political science! How many childish theories would
have duped us! How meny rude and ill-poised eon-
stitutions should we Lave set up, only to see them
tumble down! Happy would it have been for vs il a
sharp discipline of half n century had sufficed 1o edu-
cate us into a eapacity of enjoying troe freedom.

SouTHERN SENTINENT.—The National Intelligencer
has lately publiched six or seven columns of extirscis
from the Southern press, all dencuncing the move-
ments of the Congressional disunioniste. The Wash-
| ington Unicn presents the other side, and seems to
| be really alarmed at the threatening aspect of affaire,

| Vimerxia anp Nasavire Coxvesrion.—In the
Virginia Legislature, on Satorday week, a reso'ution
was offered, instructing the Committee on Finance to
report a bill providing for the payment of an adequate
compensation 1o the delegates of Virginia attending
the Southern Convention proposed to be held on the
first Monday in June pext, at Nashville, Tennessee.
But on the call of the ayes and noes, the resolution
was indefinilely posiponsd—T9 to 41.

_ Gex. Jos. Laxs : The Democratic papers are lond
{ In their hosannahs in praise of Gen. Lane. It is

only eince he has beey talked of for the Presidency,
| that they have discovered him tu be & remarkably
| great man. Weare free to ackoowledge, however,
| that of all Democrate we should prefer him the most
for Prosident—he is 2 Western man.— Decatur Clari-
on, Wwhigr.

Who knew snything about Taylor before he was
talked of for the Presidency! The whig editoss &ven
; did not know his given name, nnd a long time called

him Zacharialh instead of Zachary. The conclusion
of our whig friend is rather sensible however,

(7~The ““People’s Friend,” noticing some recent
favorable letters from California adventurers, re-
: marks—

“They toil like slaves, live Jike hogs, and have
acouD for their reward.
toddle for California.”

But it is not necessary to **toddle to California™—

' gold can be obtained any where upon the same condi-
tions,

Let those who envy them,

—

Deatit oF ax Epiton.—George W. Weissinger
one of the proprictors and associate Editor of the
Loaisville Jonrnal, died on the 25th Feh, after an ill-
ness of 48 hours. His bealth had been previously
good. For many years Mr. W. has been a valuable
| eitizen, not only to Louisville, but to the whole of
| this section of country. We consider his decense a
great public loss.

The New York Tribune states that Messrs. McDuf-
fie and Preston, of South Carolina, two of the most
distinguished public men of that State, are pow In
utter and hopeless idiocy, cansed by the sofiening of
the brain.

Some of the Southern ultras now in Congress seem
to be affected by the same disesse ; but not 1o a den-
gerous extent we reckon.

Weer Done, Lomsiaxa !—The Madison Courier
stntes that a committee of the Lovisians Legislature
thlm reported adversely to sending delegates to the
| Southern Convention at Nashville. The Lowsiani-

| ans are not to be found on the side of the Disunion-
| ists.

press, we take occasion to acknowledge the receipt of

a big club of subscribers, from our friend W. F. B.,

of Tipton county ; and to say that the premiume shall

be forthcoming.
‘ thanks.

CoxcerT.—We have a Telegraphic dispatch, an-
i nouncing that Mrs. Fogg will give a Concert in this
Feity next week. The particulars, we presume, will

| be issued in season, o that none may be disappointed.
i

{ 0~ We see it stated that Bishop Urrowd has se-
| cepted the rectorship of St John's Church, Lafayette,
| Ind., and will take up his residence shortly in that
| eity.

i =
i HERE THEY COME AGAIN !~Just s we are going to
|
|
1

Mr. B. will plesse aecept our

=

Maxiacs v Cosgress.—In the House of Repre-
| sentatives, on Thureday last, (says the New York
Herald) Mr. Fitch said in lis seat, that & grester
- pumber of maniancs, before the election of Speaker.
| were never oulside of a madhouse, than were o that
'body. Mr. Fitch is perfectly right; but he might
hive gone further, and said that there are a grest
. many maniacs there still; for the fanatics & both
| sections in that booy are mamiscs. Some persons
would call them knaves.—New Ab. Ledger.

This is not the only sompliment, by many, whieh
Mr. Fitch has jastly received, It oaly is requisite
for Western members generally to manifest a spirnt
equal to his, to put down at ooce, the ebullitions of
folly which he rebuked.

At the last dates tha price of coffee was in-
creasing in the London market. White corn was de-
| clining in price. Poor people in England might
learn that burnt corn will make & good substitute for
| coffee.

Orrictar—Fgon Tie Custon-House A1 Sax Frax-
cisco.—Passengers arrived in San Francisco

from April 12 to December 31 inclusive- - - - 20, 08D
Amount of tonnage in port Nov. 10. ... .. 120317
Of above, American, cevenaneen ST 404

Do foreign,s-«ssssscrsnscnannnnannns -+ 32823
Amount of tonnage fram Nov. 11 to Decewn-
ceees 31 RIR

iy e LA L W v eres16.273
EDWARD A. KING.
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DiseraceruL scenNEs IN LEcistation.—~Two dis-
ful scenes recently vccurred in the Georgia Leg-
islature. The two parties came to irreconciluble
; t about a districting bill, and the Whigs
withdrew in a body, two days in succession, leaving
the House without a quorum. This is Whag love of
“law and order ! There wasalso a wully contest
y struck

the head with an umbrella on the fleor




